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y-Ince. you; deſire. to know my Opinipn pf i the, 44y- 
Hans Advice, &c. I will give. it yau;with all the 
freedom in the world, ; . and let you know tfirſt,i that 
# there is. greater reaſon for .your_cyrioſity ;than 
you imagined.; :for this Paper -is. a- Court-Favourue, 
and. handed from one toanother with all the gayety.and 
ſcornful triumph imaginable.: :One is'of opinion, :that 
it is Unanſwerable by "ay; of Argument ; Another, _ ' 
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all the Wits in the Land can haye nothing-to ſay to it ; 
a third, defies all our Criticks from diſcovering the 
Author by its ſtyle ; .abd a fourth (a great Divine, and ' 
very conſiderable upon ſeveral accounts) confirms all. 
they ſay, with this. bold. aſſurance, that the Author is 
a moſt-wazhby.Gentleman, and an- incomparable Scho- 
lar, 4 h > me mar po contradicente, To 
you, who”are” no Stranger there, I ſhall not"need to 
obſerve, that judgments commonly paſs about like 
.. s "not becanſe we really love the Perſons, but 
zecguſe we would be civil to the company, and complai- 
fant! to him'who begap. But this is not what you muſt 
expect from Me, who judge with my own judgment, be 
- It good or bad; and ſuch as,it is, you ſhall have it. 

I tell you then; the deſign of this, and a great many 
other Pamphlets ſcattered of late, is, to expoſe the 
Church of England to the Royal Indignation, and to 
temptand provoke; her Sons.to ſuch meaſures, as might 
juſt] it downupon-her. It 1s plain, -the Authors 
and Abettors themſelves of theſe-inſolent and villa- 
nous Papers, .are not.ſo well ſatisfied -that-the Church of 
Englan either has been, ,or is Diſloyal, as they. would 

. beto have her ſo indeed.” For, concluding the gracious 
"Promife of the King,” at his fifft comming to the Crown, 
and his frequently repeated Aſſurances of his Royal Pro- 
__teQion. ſince,. to be. purely conditional, the general .en- 
deayour now is, to demonſtrate the failures ofthe Church 
on her part®ind to acquit the other from any farther obli- 
gation : And becauſe theſe fajlures cannot poſlibly.be pro- 
ved, they are by all poſſible means to be provoked. But 

- God is Juſt; and will not forget theſe things; the King 
* ts Wiſe, and wil not be impoſed on by them ; the Church 
- ts' Loyal, and will always' be ſo, in deſpight of them. 
VF ' I ſhall ſay no more in general, than that itis certainly a 
WW fd and fatal token of confuſion and diſorder to ſucceed, 
4 when the only lawfully eſtabliſh'd Church-Government in 


A the Nation, is by publick allowance made the Mark for 

"ho - every fooliſh and malicious Villain to diſcharge their bolts. 
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- Your Author in his firſt-period, would fain- paſs for a 
Modeſt Man, and very ſenſible -of his own inabilities ; 
but he ſhall not paſs for the firſt with me, who has ſo well 
convinced me of: the later, and yet would venture. 
| &© He fays next, the Conſiderable Divine deſires to 
7 & know his opinion of the Church of England's Proceed- 
< ings in this extraordinary. conjunfure, and what he 
<«. intended to do himſelf, as-well as adviſe the Divine to 
* do on this Occaſion. Whoeyer this Conſiderabe Di- 
vine be, | he ſhall know of this Lay-Oracle only one of the 
three things be deſires, and that is, his Opinion of the 
Church of Exgland, which is ſcurvy enough, and there- 
fore this modeſt Man is very loath to deliver it. He :s 
ftill an unworthy Member of the Church of England, -and con- 
ſequently loves it with all its faults, What a ſweet, good- 
W--; natur'd Gentleman is this ! troth, I believe he is extreamly 
d | ſorry that ſhe has no more faults, that he might ſhew his 
; affetion more abundantly towards her. - But: becauſe he 
loves her ſo, *Zis not to. be imagined how concerned he is for 
the thouſand indiſcretions ſhe commits, which her Enemies will 
find another Name for, if perſitted in. Oh for ſome power- | 1 
ful Mops, to relieve this Gentleman, who otherwiſe will 4 
die of Concern, and prove a Martyr for the Church of p 
England's Indiſcretion. - But what trifling Cant is this ! 
how ridiculous is this affetation of kindneſs and concern q 
for. the Church of England, when he is intending all the | 
miſchief for her, that his impotent mggece can ſuggeſt ? 
The Church of England is not careful,MWhether ſuch Au- 
thors be treacherous Mungrels, or open and ayowed 
Adverfaries. She looks for all the ill treatment, that the 
. damnable hypocriſie, and thexraging fury of the one and 
the other, can afford her. | 
And now weare come to her Faults and Indiſcretions. - 
Did we ' not in both Houſes of Parliament oppoſe the King's 
giving Employments to bis Friends and Fellow-Sufferers, and 
not only ſo, but highly reflefted on his Honour and FuStece 
in doing it? It is very well, when the inſolence of eyery 
licentious Scribler ſhall preſcribe to, and call in pps 
k | the +<« 
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GE EUR : . m 
-the Proceedings of the'moſt Auguſt 'and Noble Council 
in the Kingdom , ' for *foHlowing 'the DiQates of their 
Conſcience, and their beſt 'reaſon?!: How Tong haye the 
Debates in Parliament been called , ' Oppoſing the King, 
when his Defires do-not 'meet with preſent compliance ? 
Is the Repreſenting to His Majeſty the Inconveniencies of 
whathe asks, (which (multiplicity of 'Aﬀairs inay *cauſe a 
Wiſe Prince ſometimes'to'overlook) tobe calÞdReflet- 
tihg on his Honour and Juſtice? I am ſire, it would high- 
Jy refle&t on his Wiſdom and Goodneſs, to think '{o of 
= Majeſty, and therefore every good Subje& will be far 
Trom it. - - | 
' + Aﬀter this magiſterial Seritence paſſed upon the High 
Court'of Parliament, the Venerable Body of the'Ctergy 
are to havetheir ſhare. Have not a'great many of 'our Con- 
iderable-Clergy-men been declugiming once a Week-ag mit the 
*Roman Catbolicks ? They have, as 'it happened, Preach- 
<d-vpthe Worſhip of One God, the Sofficiency of Chriſt's 
SatisfaRion :"abd Intercelſion for us, 'the -Neceſhty of 
*Adhering to-our Saviour's Inſtitutions, and fone other 
the like 'Points, and fare it is no great compliment'to 
'their Perſvaſion, 'to call this declatming againſt 'Ro-mwmr 
C atholicks. | | | 
_ But the Roman Catholicks are af this while ejther very 
modeFt, or forbid to follow fo indiſcreet an Example, though 
they have the advantage of bearing the King before them as 
'Buckler, Not @ very modeſt neither, as ſome of their 
Audience can tMtifie; but granting them to havebeen 
ſomewhat reſerv'd there, they have made us ample amends 
in other places ; and have not neglected to oppoſe tous, 
-on ſeveral Occaſions, this Royal Buckler, here mention- 
ed ; which, upon- my word, 'in theſe Paper-Combates, 
has guarded them from many a fell and furious. Stroak, 
andAerved them for a ſafe Retreat : Soprofound a Ve- 
' neration has our Church for any thing that bears the 
Royal Stamp. : 
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 Nextto the Parliament and Clergy, come the Univer- 
fities themſelves, thoſe Meer Creatures of Power and Pavour, 
and fly in the Face of Authority, and, like the Snake in the 
Fable, ſting that Boſom that warms them. 

The Univerſities are proud of the Royal Favour, and 
daily ſtudy to be thought deſerving of it. They have 
their Charters, as other Corporations of the Kingdom 
have; and ſeveral Privileges and Immunities granted 
them by Atts of Parliaments. And it is at preſent, their 
Misfortune, I dare fay, to find themſelyes obliged by alt 
thoſe Tyes that are common to them, withThe reſt of 
the Kings SubfeCts, and ſome peculiar to themſelves too, 
not to be able to anſwer the King's Expeftations, in the 
Matter before them, whoſe Grace they would gladly 
purchaſe, with the Price of all they have, that is dear to 


them in this World. And they arein hopes, that it will. 


not be in the Power of any their Malevolent Adver- 


faries to interpoſe betwixt the Royal Clemency and- 


them. . * 

- After the Parliament, Clergy, and Univerſities are 
eonfounded on this'manner, he has nothing to do, but 
return to-his Conſiderable Divine, and make him con- 


feſs the truth of the whole Charge, in a very lamentable - 


manner truly, with a ſad wipe to the Church of Eng- 


Land; fog not pretending to Infallibility z for matters are - 


now come-to- that paſs, that a man will hardly venture 


to calta Hackney-Coach, before he be {allibly aflured, . 


it willbring him to his Journey's end 3 and-a Coach-man 
will hardly. come, unleſs BY be infallibly ſure not to be 
-bilk*d 3. to fo great certainties are we arrived in Matters 
of Praftice. Well, bat does this Conſiderable Divine 
give no reaſon for all this Obſtinate Rebellious Oppoſi- 
tion? Yes he does, and *tis this : By ſerving the King, we 
only enſnare ourſelves in aſſiſting the Church of Rome, which 
8 endeavouring our ruine. Avery conſidering Divine cer- 
tainly ! I hope there are not many ſuch in England, that 
think they cannot ſerve the King, without ruining them- 
ſelyes,. br that would not ſerye him, weretheir _ ot 
Go | avoidable . 
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avoidable; but,-God be thanked, things -are pot come 
to that yet.;z- there always 'was,. and--always will be; a 
great difference betwixt Serving the King;_and Betraying 
ones Truſt ; *tis a ſcandalous: kind” of Blaſphemy,' to 
affix that Sacred Name, to a reſtleſs and ambitious Fa- 
ftion : Matters may eaſily be thus accommodated ; The 
King's Intentions are always Honourable and Juſt, and 
we-wl always ſerve him, as in Duty bound, with moſt 
Unparallel'd Fidelity. If the Roman Catbolicks are epdea- 
vouring our Ruine, we will meet with them too, in all 
the Lawf® Methods of Peaceable and Juſt Defence. ' Let 
them grow wanton in theſe days of Sun-ſhine, if they 
pleaſe, but let them” not, amidſt their Gaiety, forget 
they have to deal with neither Slaves nor Fools. -If -you 
are not convinced by what is paſt, you will be by what-is 
to come, that the Author of this Pamphlet made-this 
Conſiderable Divine himſelf, and his Reaſon-too, for 
certainly the Church of England owns none.{uch ; -for thus 
it goes on: For if to the Zeal, Magnanimity, and Indefa- 
tigable Induſtry of the King, 'we add the heightning his Pre- 
rogative, and the firmneſs of all his. Proteſtant Subjefs both 
in his Armies and Parliament, what imaginable Hopes is 
there to put the lea#t delayto an Univerſal Change of Re- 
Ligton ? Try 3 

Did ever any Mortal'Man hear ſuch a weighty Reaſon 
as this? Take it in other words thus: The Church of 


England apprehends it is utterly impoſſible, but that her 


Eſtabliſhment ftiuſt -be overthrown, and Popery ſtt up, if 

a Proteſtant Army, and a Proteſtant Parliament be firmto 

_ King, eſpecially - ſince he is ſo excellently 'quali- 
ed. | 


Now, as I aman honeſt Man, I think this Church ar- 
gues like a.great Fool, and ought to have concluded juſt 
The contrary. And now, after all, the Parmphleteer has 
the Tidicu]Jous Impudenceto tel] us, -he has put the Objettion 


fairly, and as ſirangly as the Caſe will bear : wheteas you 


ſee there is no Objection atall, and indeed the Caſe of 
the Church of England requires and needs none; Rn 
this 
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this had not been; put here, the Author would not have 
had one word to ſay, and then he could-not have told us, 
that ſuppoſing #he King had « deſign #0 reſertle Popery, be 15 
ſure we are bound in Conſcience to be1emtirely paſſive, in all 
things ſo deſigned by him. The Church of England will 
never think herſelf at liberty to ſuppoſe any ſach thing, 
as a deſign to- reſettle Popery, till the King is pleaſed to 
tell her ſo: and both then, -and till then, ſhe will behave 
.herſelf as ſhe oyght.to'do. If ever ſuch a thing. (as it 
is an impious thought to think) ſhould happen , ſhe 
knows how to practice upon thoſe Principles ſhe bas 
formerly and all along ſo: advantageouſly promoted for 
.the-Royal Intereſt. | 


In the next place, . the Author fancies the Clergy com- 
-pounding - the Matter, thus, that-in Secular things they 
wall aſliſt the-State all they can, but where their Church 
Is concerned, they muſt beg the State's pardon, and op- 
Poſes little, or.ſo: and, as if it were agreed on, he de- 
hires. to :know how far this Oppoſition may proceed. 
:Not:to Arms? ;no,'by no means: how far then? why 
thus far, «: Pulpits ro excla;m againFt the Religion of our 
Sovereign, and brand it with \Idolatry itſelf, a Mark, like 
"that of -Cain, to invite every body to do him a miſchief. | 
_wiſh. this Author were obligd to:bring the Man, that in 
-his Pulpit has,. in ſo many words, aſſerted the Religion 
.of the King to be Idolatry, and left any ſuch Infinuation 
4 his Audience, as though the Mark of Cain were fet upon 
him z. or were obliged to anſwer for ſo villanous a Ca- 
Iumny on ſo. great a Body, when fo many Millions of Pro- 
teſhents, as -are- throughout: the, World,. are damned to ' 
Everlaſting Perdition, - for. they know not what, by every 
little: Reman, Emilary ; we c2n pity: their: Uncharitable- 
neſs, : but. know of .no private perſon, that thinks 
himſelf affronted, or abuſed thereby ; and yet damna- 
tion is the utmoſt that the Idolatry of the Heathensthem- 
ſelves can ſuffer : and as for any danger in this World, 
_ It 1s not the.Church of England, that threatens it to Kin 5, 
B ut 
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but it-is- another Church, and ſhe has often ſet her Marks 
with a vengeance. | 

The next. Period, is'another fling at the Univerſities, 
which would -make one think, the Butler, or the Beadle, 
did not very well agree with him there.. - 

But now for the Gentlemen that would not take away 
the Teſt and Penal Laws. . | 

Wirh ſome of whom, it is a paint of | Conſcience, on that ace 
count, to quit thoſe Places, to which they had no other pretence 
of Merit , but their having oppoſed thoſe Laws formerly, 
which yet, our of. a fatal. ſtubbornneſs, they refuſe now to Rt- 

al. OT 
E Did you ever hear ſuch 2 grievous Atcoſation in'your 
whole Life? Don't you' think theſe Gentlemen are the 
greateſt-Kanaves and Villains on the.Earth ? You will cer- 
tainly think ſo, when you have morecloſely attended to 
the force of this reafon. And thus it runs: ' IOED 

<«<©-There were, ſome Years ago, a great many well- 
© meaning: Men, that could.by no means aſlent to ſome 
<« certain Laws then making againſt Papiſts; -arid they op- 
<« poſed their Paſling as vigorouſly as they couk!! Wed 
<< this their Zeal, though unſucceſsful, was yet thonght 
« fit to be. rewarded with ſome conſiderable Offices. 
© Matters changing, ſome time after, it was- propoſed 

to theſe ſame Gentlemen, to take away theſe Laws, 
they had before. oppoſed ; but they, having in the 
mean time been convinced, that theſe Laws-were not 
only ſerviceable to the Pablick then, but were ſince 
become neceſſary, refuſe to repeal them, and are con- 


" < tent toreſign their Places, both Honourable and Bene- 


< ficial,..rather. than comply. with what they judged in- 
* commodious to. the. State, freely ſacrificing the Re- 
** wards of, their. former Vertue, to preſerve their pre- 
<< ſent one. And theſe are the Men ſo loudly exclaimed 
againſt. But,. good. God ! :in whatj dregs of time do 
we live? when that-Probity-and Courage, which in 
any. other Age would have deſerved a Statne, does in 
this furniſh. Matter for a Libel! Non & olim-fic erite 


w.- +3 C , bk C © a4 x Mp : 4 Ae TI age d v 
os 73 # xr "> if; Is 8-4 
"I 3. bbs. Me 


to the Lay-man's Opinion. 9 


— 


Well then, if Men cannot part with their Places, with- 
- out giving offence, ſire, they may keep them innocently; 
for to an ordinary underſtanding, there ſeems to be no 
Medium ; No, but you muſt nor do this neither, if. you 
chance to ſquint, whiſper, or look ſlily, for then it will be 
conſtrued as done with contempt of all your Maſter does or 
defugns. | | 
Tis very ſtrange, that a Man can't ſquint, or look a 
little lily at Court, and be all the while a very good 
Subject ! But this is too malicious a Refleftionon the pre- 
ſent Courtjers, to make merry withal. Thoſe worthy 
; Gentlemen are wiſe enough to ſee this.is only one of the 
F many Ny Infinuations , of ſome malicious Viper, that 
; wants a'Place himſelf ; *ewere much beneath the meaneſt 
of them, to ſlacken either in their Service tothe King, 
or Duty to the Church, for any thing that can be ſaid, 
by ſuch bold Defamers as this. | 
But who are they who think themſelves ſo dextrous as 10 Cou- 
vince the King they are his Friends, though it never appeared 


by ſo, before. they were his Subjefts ? 1 could gueſs, as well as 

a other folks, if I might, but Idare not ; I will only ven- 

Y ture to ſay, they were not Church-of-England- en, and | 
£ ſome of themat preſent are notſuch; | 


, Ay, but theſe very. men,” whoſe Conſciences are complaiſan 

Li enough on other occaſions , yet dare not venture any farther 
than the Threſhold of the King's Chappel, to hear Sefache 
fing * What then? is it ſo very ſtrange for a Man's Con- 
fctence .to permir him quietly to purſue one evil courſe, 
and to diſturb him in another ? Would this Author's 
Conſcience permit him to kill his Father, and ratiſh his 
Siſter, becauſe it permits him to ſlander and defame a 
Whole Church and Nation ? I hope not. 

Nay, but he does not ſay this ſo much to cenſure them, as 
zo vindicate our Church, which condemns no Man for ſtaying 
at Divme Service, in any Chriſtian Congregation, but rather 
blames ſo nauſeous an Aﬀettation of Zeal and Fattion. 
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Here ke -is'in one of his loving fits again, and will-needs 
be vindicating the Church of Ergland, though it be at'the 
expence of his own: Truth and Honeily ; for he had be- 
fore told us, that our Clergy exclaimed apainF the Religion 
of our Sovereign, and branded it with the Mark of Idolatry. . 
and tieknows it is one part (and that a prine!pal one too): 
_ of that Divine Service, which- we can find no civiller 
name for. And within ten lines of this very Paſſage, 

he ſays the ſame again, and yer this is the Church that 
condemns no Man, &c. Thele things lock like Contra- 
diCtions. | . | | 

And now let our Author ſumm upall. ' May we not op- 
poſe the Government, andyet do all theſe things * That is, in 
plain Engliſh, thus : May we not oppoſe the Government, 
and yet our Parliaments debate Matters before them ? 
and yet our Clergy Preach up the 39 Articles? and yet 
our Univerſities humbly Remonſtrate to the King, the 
Inconveniencies of a Mandamw? May we not oppoſe the 
Government, and yet ſome Old Courtiers reſign their 
Places? and yet. ſome Others keep theirs ſtill, though 
perhaps they look ſomewhat lily ? and yet ſome Faces 
conſtantly appear at the Proteſtant Chappel, which were 
great ſtrangers there before ? and yet_ſome others ven- 
ture to the Fhreſhold to .hear Sefache ſing, but dare no 
farther? had we not as good be down-right Rebels, as: 
do theſe horrid and unheard of things? It may be-you 

' may think I jeſt, when I put this ſence upon our Author's 
Queries : but, by the Faith of an Honeſt Man, there is 
nothing elſe in them of ſubſtance, he has only put them 
into ſpiteful and invidious Terms, for want of true Mat- 
ter to furniſh out an Accuſation. 

Here follow ſome more of them : Did we pull down a 
Pope, to ſet up a King? The Parliament, all the Biſhops 
bat one, and the whole Convocation, pulled down the 
Pope,- though all of them Papifts themſelves, and reſto- 

red the King to his juſt Authority. And this Author . 

would have a Proteſtant Parliament and Clergy ſet himup 
again. Aid are we tugging with the King, to pull him down, 


and 
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and ſet up ox«ſelves? No, not We of the Charch of *Eng- 
land, but let Others acquit themſelvesaswelt, Wha Pre- 
| tence have We, of all the: World, for dewg this? None, for 
they who do Nothing, want. no. Pretence. We have no 
Private Spirit to guide Vs, in ſuch Dark Paths; And there- 
\ fore we keep out. of them, walking in the Light, as 
Children of the Light. We have no If allible Council, to 
ſecure us againit any Doubts of Conſcience ; And we have 
no Doubts.or Objections, and therefore need no Infallible 
Council, but we have the Word of God our Infallible 
Rule. We have lifted ourſelves under a King ever ſince Hen- 
ry the Eigth's time, [and about a Thouſand Years before] 
and, like Eſop's Horſe, are obliged to bear him for a Rider 

ever after. 
We like our King ſo well, that we wiſh with all our 
; hearts and fouls there may never want of his Race to 
% Govern us to the worlds end. We never ſtrove to throw 
| off our Rider, as the malice of the Author may. ſeem to 


ſuggeſt, by the Fable he has choſen 3. but reckon ourſelves 


y ſecureſt, when our Royal Rider ſits the faſteſt. Whom 
, God long preſerve. . 
4 And now becauſe our Author has ſet me an Example out 
= , of Eſop, and becauſe Fabling is very much. in faſhion, I 
LY will take the liberty of preſenting one, which this and 


other the Enemies of our Church may apply as they ſee 
good. And to recommend it the more, it is of a Paxther. 


It chanc'd a Panther heedleſs of her feet, 
]  Glipt unawares, and fell into x Pitt ; + 4 
F. ( Whether the Pitt were dug with that deſi2 2 
[ Or not, our Authors leave us to divine.) 
| Which when ſome Churles,lab'ring at diſtanceknew, 
T hither they with united fury flew ; 
| Snatching ſuch Arms as haſte or made or found, 
| Stakes from the hedge, and Stones from off the 


ground, 
Theſe, 


The Lay-Mian's Anſwer 


Theſe, moſt of them beſtow'd upon the Bea#f, 
Lab ring for life, and almoſt quite oppre#, 
Whilſt Others mild, and more compaſſionate, 
Pitied the wretched Creatures loſt eſtate, 

And kindly threw her ſeraps of Bread to eat. 
Concluding, as at Night they homewaras made, 
To find her, early in the Morning, dead. 

But ſhe recou'ring ſtrength, made an eſſay, 
And by a vigorous bound, eſcap'd away. 
Homewards ſhe fled ; nor many days were paſt, 


—— 


Before ſhe laid the Neightring Couniry waſte : 


Shepherds and Flocks were undiſtinguiſhd lain, 
And raging Vengence foam'd around the Plain, 
Then they who had in pity ſpar d the Beaſt, 
With fear and trembling to her now adareſt ; 
T heir Goods and Fortunes they no more regard, 
But only ask to live, for their Reward. 


To whom the gewrous Panther ; Friends no fear, . 


Reft you ſecure, there is no danger near : 
Well I diſtinguiſh *twixt my Friends and Foes, 


And well remember who gave Bread, who Blows. 


